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UNCLAS CANBERRA 7851 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, AS 

SUBJ: AUSTRALIAN IMPORT RESTRAINTS: TARIFF QUOTA LEVELS ON 
CERTAIN TEXTILES EXTENDED 

REF: (A) CANBERRA 6424; (B) CANBERRA 7833 

1. SPECIAL MINISTER OF STATE, SENATOR R.G. WITHERS, AND 
MINISTER FOR MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY, SENATOR R.C. COTTON. 

JOINTLY ANNOUNCED ON NOVEMBER 20 THAT GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED 
TO CONTINUE "FOR TIME BEING" QUOTAS WHICH CURRENTLY APPLY TO 
CERTAIN TEXTILES, PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES. IN CASE OF TEXTILES FINAL DECISION POSTPONED UNTIL 
"AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER ELECTION"; IN CASE OF AUTOMOBILES 
ADDITIONAL ONE MONTH TO END OF JANUARY 1976. 
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2. ON TEXTILES, PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT HAD ANNOUNCED ON 
SEPTEMBER 19 (REF A) THAT TARIFF QUOTAS TO APPLY FOR SECOND 
YEAR TO CERTAIN TEXTILE PRODUCTS WERE UNDER REVIEW AND THAT 
DECISION WOULD BE ANNOUNCED IN NOVEMBER. MEANWHILE CURRENT 
POLITICAL CRISIS AND INSTALLATION OF FRASER CARETAKER 
GOVERNMENT WITH ONLY LIMITED DECISION MAKING POWERS INTERVENED. 

DECISION IN SOME FORM COULD NOT BE DELAYED BEYOND NOVEMBER. 

HOWEVER, AS SOME INITIAL QUOTA PERIODS WERE TO EXPIRE IN 

EARLY DECEMBER BEFORE ELECTION DATE (DECEMBER 13). PRESENT 
DECISION IS INTENDED TO ALLOW EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS TO CONTINUE 
UNTIL INCOMING GOVERNMENT IS IN POSITION TO TAKE FINAL 
DECISIONS ON NEED FOR CONTINUED FUTURE TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE TO 
TEXTILE PRODUCTS INVOLVED. SPECIFIC TEXTILE PRODUCTS INVOLVED 
ARE BRASSIERES, ACRYLIC APPAREL YARNS, KNITTED MAN-MADE FIBER 
FABRICS, TERRY TOWELS, CERTAIN WOVEN MAN-MADE FIBER FABRICS, 

AND POLYSTER AND POLYAMIDE YARNS. 

3. IN CASE OF PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL 
MOTOR VEHICLES, EXISTING QUOTA ARRANGEMENTS ARE EXTENDED FOR 
SPECIFIC ONE-MONTH PERIOD TO END OF JANUARY 1976. STATEMENT 
SUGGESTED THIS WOULD GIVE INCOMING GOVERNMENT TIME TO CONSIDER 
IAC REPORT ON PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 

(SEE REF B FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENT ON MOTOR VEHICLES ASPECT 
OF ANNOUNCEMENT). 
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